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THE TRINITY HOSPITAL, 
LEICESTER 

by 

FLORENCE E. SKILLINGTON 

The Trinity Hospital at Leicester, originally dedicated to· the honour of God 
and the glorious Virgin and All Saints and in special Reverence of our Lady, 
was established in 1330-1 by Henry, earl of Lancaster and Leicester.1 The 
founder was the third Lancastrian. earl of Leicester, a grandson of Henry 
III and second cousin to Edward III. The original Letters Patent made 
provision for a warden, four chaplains, fifty poor and infirm folk and cer
tain women-five-who cared for the inmates in sickness and in health. 
The earl provided four acres of land next to his castle for the hospital 
building and gardens, and endowed the foundation with land and grazing 
rights in Leicester and Leicestershire, and with the advowsons of the 
churches of Irchester in Northamptonshire, and Duffield, near Derby.2 He 
also provided for two cart-loads of fuel from his woods to be delivered 
every week to the Hospital.3 

The warden, who was, so to speak, the businessman of the Institution 
lived with the four chaplains in the house provided for them. They received 
their keep and a clothing allowance of a mark a year; the warden had an 
additional 20s. a year, as a kind of special-responsibility allowance.4 All 
five were expected to wear subdued colours, brown or grey, and their super
tunics or cassocks were to be full-length and buttoned to the instep. Their 
mantle or cloak was black, with the badge of the Hospital-a white 
crescent moon with a star5-upon it. They were also expected to behave 
discreetly, to avoid taverns, markets and the company of women, and to 
return to their house before nightfall.6 Their prime duty was to conduct 
the daily services: matins and vespers; the mass of the day, generally said, 
and the regular masses of Our Lady, mostly sung; and placebo and dirige, 
the Offices of the Dead. Most of the services were to be held in the choir 
of the church, but at least one mass a day had to be said at one of the two 
altars in the nave.' 

Twenty of the fifty poor folk were perpetual inmates, and these were 
chosen from the poor, blind, lame, paralytic, maimed or incurably ill. They 
lived together in a house adjoining the church, and received a daily allow
ance for their maintenance, and an annual gift of a tunic and a hood at 
Michaelmas. The remaining thirty beneficiaries were to be temporary in
mates, sick people who might be expected to recover. They were nursed in 
the nave of the church, in beds provided by the earl, and the same daily 
payments were made for them as for the permanent in.mates. 8 

I 
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These sick and aged people were cared for by five highly-respectable 
women, "of good fame and untarnished reputation", who lived in another 
house near the church. They received a daily allowance half as large again 
as the inmates and, if they proved satisfactory, they could succeed to a place 
in the almshouse when beyond work. If they proved unsatisfactory they could 
be dismissed.9 

Thus founded and established, the Hospital lived without major up
heaval for some twenty-five years. The founder died in 1345, and was 
succeeded by his son, Henry, created first duke of Lancaster in 1351. The 
duke was a great warrior and, perhaps, the most feared and admired paladin 
in the Europe of his time; "there was not his like in all the world".10 He 
had also grown very rich on the spoils of war against the French. He 
decided to enlarge his father's foundation, and join it to a very splendid 
Chantry College that he decided to set up next door: the novum opus, the 
new work, or Newarke, of the Good Duke as it came to be, and is still, 
called. The new foundation was for a dean, twelve canons, thirteen vicars, 
six choristers, three clerks, one hundred poor men and women, and ten 
women to tend the poor.II William Mildrithe of Knighton, warden of the 
Hospital, was head of a small committee for overseeing erection of the new 
buildings, and for dealing with the immense endowments bestowed upon 
the College. He was the first occupant of the third stall in the new church. 12 

For a number of years there was a great deal of building and other activity 
going on around the Hospital, and by 1361, when the Good Duke died of 
the plague, the enlarged foundation was a going concern, and its church 
sufficiently complete to receive the patron's body. He was buried to the south 
of the high altar; his father's remains had already been translated to a grave 
north of that altar. 1 3 

Those statutes of the New College that related to the Hospital were 
similar to the original ones. The daily allowance for all the one hundred 
bedesmen was one penny, except in seasons of dearth when the price of corn 
exceeded nine shillings the quarter; then they were to have three halfpence. 
The nurses' stipend was three halfpence a day throughout the year. Coats 
and hoods were to be distributed to the forty permanent residents on the 
feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (14 September), and the ten nurses 
were to have a clothing allowance of five shillings each at the same feast. 
One of the canons in the College was the almoner, responsible for dis
tributing the bedesmen's monies; two of the vicars were appointed every 
week to celebrate masses at the Hospital's altars. In matters of discipline 
the dean's authority was final. 1 4 

The close proximity of the great College on the one hand, and of 
Leicester Castle, the princely headquarters of the House of Lancaster, on 
the other, had both advantages and disadvantages. Visitors to College and 
Castle gave alms; influential members of the ducal household, such as 
Mary Hervey who served John of Gaunt, a:nd was probably governess to 
his grandchildren,1 s and Simon Symeon (or Symkyn)16 made substantial 
endowments to the Hospital, as well as to the College. On the debit side, 
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there were times when the canons were lax in their administration, not pay
ing the extra halfpenny a day when corn was dear, retaining other monies 
intended for the bedesmen, and encroaching upon their garden. They also 
failed to discharge some short-term patients when they were cured.17 

William Walesby, who was dean of the College at the time of Bishop 
Alnwick's visitation, resigned in 14 50, and during the next fifty years four 
successive deans ruled the College and Hospital. The last of them, William 
Chauntre, died shortly after the battle of Bosworth Field, when King Henry 
VII then appointed as dean a Welshman, John Morgan. During his tenure, 
and at his instigation, the statutes were thoroughly revised. A papal bull, 
dated II May 1488, appointed John Morton, archbishop of Canterbury, 
and John Russell, bishop of Lincoln, as commissioners, though the actual 
work was carried out by the bishop of Lincoln's officers. The new statutes 
were promulgated at Lyddington on 9 March 1490. Most of the changes 
related to the College; only a few affected the Hospital.1 8 The number of 
permanent residents was raised from forty to fifty; the halfpenny a day 
when corn was dear was discontinued, and the bedesmen received in lieu 
all the alms in the "poor folk's box". Provision was also made for the care, 
away from the Hospital, of any bedesman who became mentally disturbed. 1 9 

In 1525, some twelve years after the foundation of Wyggeston's Hos
pital, and towards the end of the first phase of the history of the Trinity 
Hospital there were ninety~four poor folk, sixty-seven men and twenty
seven women. Most of them gave evidence at the bishop of Lincoln's visita
tion held in that year, though six were too old or infirm to be called. 22 Cer
tain abuses recorded were ordered to be corrected; notably that many had 
made some gift or bribe to obtain a place in the Hospital; that certain 
able-bodied people were allowed to remain after they were cured; and that 
some of the nurses worked for the canons and not, as they ought, exclusively 
for the bedesmen and women.21 In the main, this visitation was concerned 
with the unseemly disorders generated by the presence in the College of 
Lady Hungerford and her husband, Sir Richard Sacheverell, who both en
joyed corrodies in the Hospital. 

With the next twenty-five years great changes were to come in the 
wake of Henry VIIl's and Thomas Cromwell's plans for the monasteries 
and chantries of England. As the result of an Act of Parliament, passed in 
1547, the College, as a Chantry Foundation, ceased to exist at Easter 1548; 
the Hospital remained.22 Later in 1548 Sir Walter Mildmay and Robert 
Keyworth, commissioners under the Great Seal arranged that Gabriel 
Rayne, M.A., a canon of the College, and John Woolack, both of whom 
had had special responsibility for the Hospital, should continue in office, 
each with salaries of £10 a year; their new positions approximated to those 
of Warden or Master, and Chaplain. The hundred poor people were to have 
their sevenpence a week every Friday, and the ten keepers (or nurses) their 
tenpence-halfpenny also on Friday, and each inmate had a clothing allowance 
on alternate years. There was, in addition, to be paid into the common 
fund £II 16s. 8d., the income from Symeon Symkin's gift, £2 Is. 8d., the 
income from Mary Hervey's gift, 20s. yearly, the founder's gift, and £ro 
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a year for fuel. All these monies were to be a charge upon the Duchy of 
Lancaster.23 Financially at first little had been changed, but the daily round 
of masses and commemorations, was henceforth to be very different. This 
article is concerned with the ordering of the hospital rather than with the 
chapel services. 

The second half of the sixteenth century was a period of inflation and 
rising standards of living, that bore hardly on the bedesmen and women 
existing on their sevenpence a week and other small allowances, until they 
were "almost readye to famish and starve".24 It seems that some of the 
Wardens, like William Fowkes, who flourished in the first years of the 
reign of King James I, were able to manipulate some of the finances to 
alleviate their own position. Fowkes, among other transactions, had sold 
the mastership for £262 13s. 4d. to Fienry, earl of Huntingdon, who resold 
it to the Corporation of Leicester for the same money.2s Bedesmen of the 
Hospital, backed by the Corporation, then petitioned the Crown for re
form.26 Legal negotiations, amid mounting acrimony, proceeded for four 
years. Some of the bedesmen, led by John Gibbe, a persistent and con
tumacious litigant, "plaide faulchoode in fellowshippe with the Towne" to 
the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,27 but, with the help of Sir Wil
liam Herrick of Beaumanor, "the townes speciall goode friende and true 
soliciter in this business",28 everything was sorted out, and the Hospital 
received its new charter by Letters Patent under the Great Seal, dated 
3 March, 12 James I (1614). 

The charter provided first, that the Hospital should be called The 
Hospital of the Holy Trinity, and that it should consist of a Master, six 
assistants, a chaplain and the poor of the Hospital. 29 The Master was to be 
the mayor for the time being and his assistants, four senior aldermen and 
the two borough chamberlains (i.e. treasurers). The function of these seven 
seems analogous to that of a modem board of directors. The hospital build
ings with their grounds and appurtenances were vested in them, and they 
were empowered to hold land bringing in £350 a year as income for the 
members of the Hospital.3° The chaplain, a clerk in holy orders, was to be 
appointed by the Duchy of Lancaster; his chief duty was conducting daily 
services in the Hospital. Oliver Thomas was the first so chosen.31 

The poor of the Hospital could consist of any number not exceeding 
no. The Duchy of Lancaster retained the right to elect a poor person to 
any vacancy that occurred through death or otherwise. If the vacancy was 
not filled within three months, the Master and assistants should appoint. 
The poor folk, half from the borough and half from outside it, were to be 
sixty years of age, or upwards, and unmarried, except in special cases, and 
all were to be respectable persons who were poor, maimed or weak.32 The 
keepers, or nurses, were to be strong and in good health; when they were 
no longer able to do the work they might succeed to a place as a poor woman. 
Directions given for the care of the poor were very similar to those rules laid 
down by William Wigston for his hospital, a hundred years earlier.33 The 
keepers were to make the beds, wash the clothes, light the fires in the com
munal kitchen, sweep the rooms and do everything necessary to keep the 
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place clean and sweet. They were not to waste the Hospital's goods, par
ticularly fuel and oatmeal. If any of the poor folk were seriously ill, the 
keepers were to look after them in the night as well as by day, and to warn 
the foremen if they seemed likely to die. All the poor men and women were 
to receive a gown of frieze or better cloth, with the badge of the Hospital, 
to wear on special occasions.34 

Much of the day-to-day running of the Hospital fell to the foremen. 
These were four in number, and they were chosen by the Master (i.e. the 
mayor) and his assistants, with the consent of their fellows, to serve for two 
years, two new ones being appointed eac.h Michaelmas. There were also 
two men to keep the stores; they also held office for two years, one new 
storeman coming each year. And one of the poor men was to be sufficiently 
lettered to keep the foremen's accounts. The foremen paid out the weekly 
allowances to· the poor folk every Friday, and met other routine expenses 
from the monies received from the chamberlains.35 

Shortly afterwards, in May 1616, the mayor, William Ive, and his 
assistants asked permission to have a "persuasive Sermon to charitye and 
relayvinge poore performed at or in the said hospital upon every Whitsun 
Monday by some able and fitt man ... (to) excite the harts of the Auditorie 
to extend liberallye unto the said poor men, our selves furthinge the same 
by our own examples". The bishop of Lincoln, Richard Neile, very willingly 
gave his consent.36 The sermon soon slipped from Whit Monday to Trinity 
Sunday, and is still an annual occurrence. In the medieval heyday of the 
College and the Castle, Trinity Sunday had had a special local significance, 
for the College held great services of veneration for the sacred relics it 
possessed, and the gild of the Holy Trinity in the church of St. Mary-de
Castro celebrated its annual festival. Something of the aura of these events 
still lingered on into the early seventeenth century. 

The Hospital endured perilous times during the Civil Wars. When the 
town of Leicester was attacked by Prince Rupert in 1645, the principal 
assault was on the Newarke, and the Hospital suffered a good deal of 
damage, particularly to the orchard, whose produce provided enough 
money every year to finance the poor folk's oatmeal.37 Damage at the Pike 
Weir also prevented the house's effluents from being drained away, with 
noisome results. Then, when Parliament took over the Crown property, in
cluding that of the Duchy of Lancaster, the endowments were in jeopardy, 
but the Corporation, to its lasting credit, maintained the Hospital from their 
own resources until their appeal for the continuance of the endowments was 
successful.38 

The Borough records after the Restoration give odd glimpses of the 
bedesmen and women: of Ralph Turlington, who thought he was slandered 
by some of his fellows "who . . . are most of them given to invent false 
tales" ;39 of the poor folk turning down the application of a young man; aged 
24, recommended by Sir Thomas Hazelrigge, and also that of a blind youth, 
born in Leicester whom the mayor wished to include; of the foremen putting 
on record that of the seven latest entrants, only one was from the borough;4° 
of the widow Stanley, "a poor pilgrim papiser", whom the Recorder of 
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Leicester hoped would be taken into the Hospital, because he feared that 
if she applied to her old friends for help she might lapse again. For a time 
Mistress Stanley did live in the Hospital, but she was eventually paid ten 
shillings to leave "beinge verie troblesome there".41 

There are also many references to the Hospital's finances. In 1696, for 
example, James Annis, one of the chamberlains paid the Hospital £18 in 
clipped money, and the Corporation made good the difference.42 In Feb
ruary 1727 /S the Chamberlains were authorised to spend up to £6 to 
"beautify'~ the chancel of the Trinity Hospital.43 In 1742, £5 was voted to 
the Old Hospital towards rebuilding the "necessary house" that had recently 
collapsed, and the following year the communal kitchen was re-floored in 
brick at the town's expense.44 Successive generations of leading citizens 
stood by their promise of 1616 to support the Hospital privately. Many be
queathed money to it; others made perpetual endowments. It fell to the 
Chamberlains, as assistants to the Mayor, to administer both types of 
bequest. 

During the last quarter of the eighteenth century the Hospital was to 
a large extent rebuilt at the expense of King George III, who also added 
£40 a year to its income. It is alleged by Throsby that the work was "muti
lated, patched and cobblea up" by the contractor, who was believed to have 
sold so much of the timber and lead from the old buildings that he made 
more than £1,000 profit for himself on a job estimated at some £400.45 He 
was able to get away with it, because people's attention was too preoccupied 
with a controversy between the mayor and his assistants on the one hand and 
the Duchy of Lancaster on the other, about who should nominate to places 
in the Hospital. Behind the quarrel lay the election of 1768, when there was 
a split in the strong Tory Corporation; some members uncharacteristically 
voted with the Whigs, which gave them the seats. This naturally was un
popular with the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, the Tory, Lord 
Strange. At about the same time the borough justices, i.e. the mayor and 
his immediate predecessors, sought to extend their jurisdiction to the Lib
erties of the town, that included the Castle and the Newarke. "It would 
indeed," as Professor Greaves observed, "have been remarkable if this petty 
judicial imperialism had not provoked retaliation by the Duchy."46 The 
Duchy also found that the Master and his assistants had admitted "many 
improper objects" to the Hospital, and asserted its own right to nominate 
inmates. After taking legal advice the mayor accepted this ruling. Later 
Chancellors of the Duchy fell into the way of endorsing candidates recom
mended by the mayor, as Master. This left the Corporation's patronage 
virtually unimpaired, and it was long envied and resented by those who "had 
a dislike for the Corporation of Leicester".47 

The rebuilt premises were still extensive. The portion inhabited by 
the poor is a long building containing 23 apartments on the ground floor, 
opening into a long passage, and the same number of rooms on the upper 
floor, or Chamber Story, arranged in the same manner. Most of these are 
called double rooms, being intended to contain two beds each, but now, the 
Charity Commission Report of 1837 tells us, each inmate has a separate 
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room. On the ground floor there is a wash-house and two common sitting 
rooms, called the fire rooms, for the men in cold weather. There are also 
two other rooms, one called the great parlour, used as a general sitting room 
in warm weather, and the other is occupied by the nurses; there is also a 
large kitchen and wash-house. On the chamber story is also a common sitting 
room, with a fireplace, for the use of the women. In a yard, at the western 
end, are convenient out-buildings and fuel houses.48 At about the same time 
as the re-building, 1779, the rules were revised, and it was proposed that 
the number of bedesmen and women be reduced to sixty-two. 

The changes brought about by reforms in the nineteenth century re
duced the political importance of patronage in the Hospital, and made for 
quieter, perhaps duller, times · The establishment was then ninety persons 
(though there were ten vacancies) viz 80 hospitallers, two almswomen and 
eight nurses. Only the nurses and 28 members were resident; the others 
drew their monies, and lived at home. Since that time the proportion of 
women to men of the residents had tended to increase. The Report of the 
Charity Commissioners, presented to Parliament in 1837, revealed that 
certain benefactions to the Trinity Hospital in Leicester had gone astray 
and, as a result of the Commissioners' recommendations, a more reliable 
system was adopted, and not only in Leicester. One of the changes trims
ferred the Master's salary from the borough to the general funds of the 
Hospital. Since 1610, when the Corporation bought the Mastership from 
the earl of Huntingdon, the income had been paid "to the use of the 
Chamber of the Towne of Leicester''.49 

King George III's buildings did not wear as well as the duke of 
Lancaster's, and they were replaced in 1902 by the existing ones, which have 
again been thoroughly modernised inside during the nineteen-sixties. Now 
thirty-four people live in them, under a constitution that was revised yet 
again in 1970. 

The chapel is the only ancient part of the buildings to remain. It is of 
"simple early fourteenth-century design. The east window, formed of four 
la11cets, the two in the middle higher than those at the sides, is an interesting 
example of conservative window design, and might be fifty years earlier 
than its actual date. There is a shoulder-arched doorway in either wall of 
the Chancel and west of each of these is a two-light window with a quartrefoil 
in the head. The two bays of the nave with their broad aisles are intact: of 
the rest of the hall only the north arcade, which of course continues that of 
the nave, is left built up within the modern buildings and entrance hall of 
the Trinity Hospital. The south wall of these buildings continues the line 
of the south arcade, which is marked by the construction of the wall in a 
series of tall, arched panels".5° The most striking feature of the interior 
is the glass in the east window, a splendid work by Christopher Whall 
(c. 1905) depicting cherubim and seraphim. To the north of the altar is a 
fourteenth-century tomb with the effigy of a woman. It is believed to be that 
of Dame Mary Hervey, the benefactress, and that it was brought here from 
the College when that was· suppressed. Crosses may be seen on either side 
of the chancel arch. There are medieval encaustic tiles in the sanctuary and 
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consecration. The altar rails and the panelling in the Chancel were originally 
in the Wigston Hospital Chapel.51 

Of the cooking pot in the entrance hall an undated petition (c. 1653) 
to the Corporation says "Sheweth that whereas your Peticioners for a good 
space last past have been destitute of a Pott for the boiling of their pottage 
and understanding that there is a great Pott belonging to the Towne which 
has Laied for a longe tyme uselesse your Peticioners therefore humbly be
seech your Worshipps to- afford them the use of the said Pott until such tyme 
as the Corporation shall have occasion to made use thereof". Granted for 
a twelvemonths. 

APPENDIX I 
Bene/ actors 
1382 Simeon Symkin 
1406 Dame Mary Hervey 
1559 John Hyndman 
1603 Thomas Clarke, mayor 
1607 Robert Brokesby 
1610 Peter Palmer 
1615 James Ellys, senior, mayor 
1618 Robert Heyricke, mayor 
1619 William Taylor 
1619 John Norris, mayor 
1624 Christopher Tamworth 
1624 John Nurse 
1626 Mary Heyricke 
1627 Tobias Heyricke 
1628 James E11ys, junior, mayor 
1628 Elizabeth Ward 
1629 Margaret Hobbie 
1633 John Heyricke, mayor 
1634 Julius Biller 
1638 William Ive, mayor 
1638 Jane Ive 
I 642 Hugh Walts, mayor 
16 William Stanley, mayor 
1651 William Speechly, mayor 
1652 John Hinde 
1657 William Billers, mayor 
1657 Edmund Cradock, mayor 
1662 Thomas Haslerigge 
1663 Thomas Blunt, mayor 
1675 William Morton 
1679 Joseph Wright 
1679 William Franke 
1680 John Clay, mayor 
1685 Francis Noble, mayor 
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1736 
1737 
1748 
1763 
1766 
1780 
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1894 
19II 
1917 
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John Roberts, mayor 
Joseph Cradock, mayor 
The Rev. William Staveley 
George Bent, mayor 
George Becket, mayor 
Susannah Cook and Matthew Simons 
Thomas Ayre, mayor 
William Goadby, mayor 
James Palmer 
Lady Rebecca Moyer 
William Wightman 
George Bent, mayor 
William Sutton 
Andrew Noel and James Wigley 
Thomas Topp, mayor 
The Reverend Gerard Andrews 
John Holmes 
Mrs. Litherland 
Ralph Smalley 
The Reverend Joseph Birkhead 
William Kelly 
Sir Israel Hart, mayor 
William Barfoot, mayor 
Abel Rippon 
Joseph Wilkins 
John Smart 
? Hall 

APPENDIX II 

The Hospitals Lands 

9 

In addition to the original endowments, that were vested in the Duchy 
of Lancaster at the Disolution ( 1 548), the Hospital has acquired over the 
years a considerable number of supplementary capital gifts-some small, 
some larger. In 1837 the Charity Commissioners investigated them ex
haustively and the following account is condensed from their findings.53 

The Charter Land in the Newarke that was "understood to be the four 
acres originally granted by the Earl of Lancaster", was divided into ten 
lots, viz: 

1. An orchard or garden let on a twenty-one-year lease at £16 os. od. 
per annum. 

2. Two tenements adjoining the chapel, with yard coachhouse and 
stable, let on a twenty-one-year lease at £16 os. od. per annum. 

3. An orchard or garden, "part of the ground commonly called the 
hospital burying ground" and a building standing at the east end of the 
ground let for twenty-one years at £2 os. od. per annum, "a low rent!', 
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4. The Paddock or Bleaching-yard, containing 1R 29P, lying between 
the Hospital and the Soar and a stable and carriage-house adjoining let to 
the Chaplain "at the full rent of £8 os. od. per annum". 

5. Another garden, once part of the Bleaching-yard, let for £2 os. od. 
per annum, "a fair rent". 

6. Another garden taken out of the Pike orchard let "at a fair rent" 
of £1 os. od per annum. 

7. Another orchard and garden, called the Pike orchard and garden, 
containing together about one acre let for fourteen years at £10 os. od. per 
annum "a fair rent". 

8. Eight tenements adjoining the Pike orchard garden; when all were 
let the rents amounted to £32 IOs. od. per annum. 

9. A small garden let for IOs. per annum and a water cistern supplied 
by shutes from the hospital let to the same person. 

10. A portion of the hospital garden let at £4 os od. per annum. 

Hyndman's Gift. In 1559 John Hyndman, bedesman, granted one third 
of a yardland in St. Margaret's Field, Leicester to the Hospital. At the 
enclosure (1764) the Hospital was awarded 4A oR 6P in two closes near 
the London Road (the Conduit stood in one of them); they were let for 
£35 os. od. per annum and it was expected that the Midland Counties Rail
way Company would purchase both. 

Hynd's Gift. In 1595 John Hynd snr. tanner,54 bequeathed £10; this 
appears to have been invested in land in the Conduit Field. Later it was 
exchanged for different lands and in 1814 had been joined with other land 
owned by the Hospital to form one close in Mill-land, containing 3A 1R 37P 
and let for £12 os. od. per annum. 

Clarke's Gift. In 1603 Thomas Clarke, innholder,ss bequeathed 
£3 6s. 8d. per annum out of his property in Blue Boar Lane. The property 
had become ruinous and had been partly rebuilt at the cost of £582 13s. od., 
lent by the Corporation at £4 per cent interest; the money was still owing 
in 1837. 

Hall's Gift. Origin unknown. For eleven years before 1837 the rents 
of six old tenements in Blue Boar Lane were paid to the Hospital and 
brought in altogether £16 per annum. The cottages were inhabited by "per
sons of the lowest description". No improvement in the rents could be 
expected unless the property was rebuilt, which the Hospital could not 
afford. 

Brookesby's Gift. In 1607 Robert Brookesby granted £1 6s. 8d. P~T 
annum out of lands at Ashby Magna, Leicestershire and a messuage or 
cottage with orchard and two beast pastures in Wartnaby, Leicestershire. 
Since the enclosure of Wartnaby (1764) the property consisted of a messuage 
brewhouse stables with a garden and orchard in the Town-street at Wartnaby 
and a field containing 2A 1R 25P, the whole let for £8 os. od. per annum, 
"a good rent". 
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James Ellys, the elder's Gift. James Ellis, woollen-draper,s6 by a will 
proved in 1617, bequested his house in "Southe Gates" to the Hospital. In 
1837 this bequest was represented by two messuages in "Southgate Street 
now called Oxford Street" adioining the Newarke Gates; they had recently 
been rebuilt at the expense of the lessee, who held them on a fifty-year lease, 
paying £4 ros. od. per annum. They were worth about £20 a year. 

Elbow Lane Premises. It was thought, incorrectly, that these, too had 
been given by James Ellis. They consisted in 1837 of twelve tenements 
called Orchard Row that were built by the lessee, who has an eighty-one
year lease and pays £2 2s. od. per annum. The houses are worth about £6 
a year each; the corner one, a public house, is worth about £10 a year and 
four smaller houses adjoining are worth about £5 a year. · 

James Ellys, the younger's Gift. James Ellis, draper,s1 by a will proved 
in 1630 left various properties to relatives with remainder to the Hospital 
if blood relations failed. The Hospital inherited his house in Parchment 
Lane with appurtenances and a piece of land adjoining, abutting on the 
town wall; also a house dovecote and close beyond the West Bridge in the 
tenure of Robert Dannett. In 1837 this bequest was represented by: 

r. A house fronting the Swine's Market with six other tenements and 
some old buildings adjoining let for twenty-one years at £25 per 
annum. 

2. A piece of ground adjoining Bond Street containing about 779 
square yards with four houses and outbuildings built on part of 
the land by the lessee, who pays £4 os. od. pei- annum on a fifty 
year lease. 

3. Another pi~ce of land in Bond Street, containing about 1335 square 
yards, with a house back kitchen and other buildings erected upon 
it by the lessee, who pays £7 os. od. per annum on a fifty year lease. 

4. Several messuages near the West Bridge, "one known as the sign 
of the Jolly Sailor" with a large orchard and garden adjoining let 
for forty years at £25 os. od. per annum, the lessee to demolish the 
old properties and rebuild. 

Mary Heyricke's Gift. Mrs. Mary Heyricke, one of the daughters of 
Alderman John Heyricke, gave the Hospital a little close or croft in the 
town ditch near "Goswell Gate otherwise St. Margaret's Church Gate" and 
adjoining the Butt Close. The Gift was confirmed by her father by a deed 
executed in 1626. In 1760 this was leased for ninety-nine years at £1 5s. od., 
the lessee to erect two messuages on part of the ground. Another piece of 
land adjoining was leased on similar terms, one of the messuages being the 
Sun public house. These two properties were together worth £80 per annum 
in 1837. 

John Heyricke's Gift. John Heyricke, ironmonger,s8 gave the Hospital 
two houses in the South Gate that were destroyed "in time of war". In 1713 
a messuage or cottage on the site was leased for 999 years at £2 13s. 4d. 
payable to the Hospital and a further 13s. 4d. as fee farm to the Corporation. 
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Tamworth's Gift. In 1624 Christopher Tamworth, of Grey's Inn, be
queathed £20 to be invested in land and the income applied to the purchase 
of Coleorton pit coal to provide fires for the poor of the Hospital "before 
Allhallowtide and after St. George's day, if the weather require it", this 
coal to be stored separately from the main fuel supply. The Hospital bought 
a cottage in Whetstone, Leicestershire, with six roods of land, arable and 
two beast pastures belonging. In 1765, when the commons at Whetstone 
were enclosed, the Hospital was allotted 4A 1R 23P. In 1837 the property 
consisted of the three cottages and two shops for framework knitters and a 
close 4A 1R IIP. The rents were £10 per annum for the land and £20 per 
annum for the houses. The houses were old and in bad repair and the rents 
in arrear.s9 

Wright's Gift. In 1678-9 Joseph Wright bequeathed land in the Abbey 
Meadows worth 40s. per annum. In 1837 this was represented by 3R 37P 
in the Abbey Meadow, let at £4 os. od. per annum. 

Franke's Gift. In 1680 William Franke, mercer, bequeathed three 
cottages in Red Cross Street, to pay 6s. per annum to the poor widows of 
St. John's Hospital and the remainder of the rents to the Trinity Hospital. 
In 1837 this property consisted of: 

I. A house in Red Cross Street with two others that had been built 
behind it, one of which had recently been erected by the lessee. He 
paid £5 4s. od. per annum on a thirty-seven year lease. The 
premises were worth about £10 os. od. annually. 

2. Three other messuages in Red Cross Street and two small ten
ements in the yard belonging, let for fourteen years at the full rent 
of £19 os. od. per annum. 

Morton's Gift. William Morton, clerk,61 bequeathed his land in the 
Burgess Meadow called Mary Acre and two houses in St. Martin's parish. 
In 1837 this bequest was represented by: 

1. A house in High Cross Street and two tenements lately built in its 
yard by the lessee, who held a sixty-year lease and paid £5 per 
annum. 

2. Another house in High Cross Street let at a fair rent of £10 10s. od. 
per annum. 

3. Another house adjoining let at a fair rent of £9 10s. od. per annum. 
4. A plot of land containing 2R 29P in Mill Lane, which at the 

enclosure (18n) was joined with land of Hinde, snr.'s gift to form 
one parcel 3A 1R 37P let at a good rent of £12 per annum. 

Noble's Gift. Francis Noble, woollen draper,62 by a will proved in 
1690 bequeathed a house worth 40s. per annum. In 1837 this was represented 
by two houses and a cottage in Belgrave Gate with the "yards, garden, work
shops, piggeries and out-buildings" all of which had been rebuilt by the 
lessee, who held a forty-year lease and paid £12 per annum. 

George Bent's Gift. George Bent, woollen draper,63 by will proved in 
1736, bequeathed his house in Belgrave Gate to the Hospital. In 1814 a 
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newly erected messuage with yard, garden stable and out-buildings called 
the Fleur-de-lis in Belgrave Gate was let by auction for £38 per annum for 
forty-one years. In 1837 this was valued at £60 per annum. 

Becket's Gift. George Becket, innholder,64 "gave to the poor of the 
Hospital a considerable sum at his death, which was lessened by law charges 
in recovering it, so that there remained £163 5s. o}d.". This money was 
invested in land at Houghton-on-the-Hill. At the enclosure, 1766, the Hos
pital was awarded 18A oR 30P, which in 1836 was let at a fair rent of 
£26 IOs. od. per annum. 

Jane Palmer's Gift. Mrs. Jane Palmer bequeathed a house in Abbey 
Gate worth £2 15s. od. per annum. In 1722 this cottage with orchard and 
osier beds was let for twenty-one years for £3 per annum. By 1837 the 
cottage had long been a ruin; the land, with a stable on it was let for 
£5 6s. od. per annum: a good rent. 

Sutton's Gift, Noel's or Wigley's Gift. In 1736 William Sutton be
queathed £240 to the Hospital and Andrew Noel, esq. of Scraptoft, gave 
£100 (confirmed by his nephew and heir65 in 1737) These monies were 
invested in lands at Enderby and at the enclosure the Hospital was allotted 
three parcels of land amounting together to 20A 1R 7P that in 1837 were 
let for £42 os. od. per annum: a fair rent. 

Oxford Street Premises, origin unknown. These consisted, in 1837, of 
a "gig house, warehouse, stables and other buildings and part of the garden 
and offices occupied with the adjoining house" in Oxford Street, They are 
held on a ninety-nine year lease at a rent of £1 4s. od. per annum and are 
worth about £20 annually. 

Besides these lands the Hospital also received income from a series 
of rent charges, levied, in the main, upon property in and around Leicester. 
Those noted by the Charity Commissioners in 1837 were: 

Peter Palmer's Gift. By will proved in 1617 Peter Palmer, labourer, 
left to the "Old Hospital" a charge of 2s. per annum on his land called 
Water Laggs; in 1837 it was paid by the tenant of the "Bath Gardens ... 
formerly called the Water Lags". 

Taylor's Gift, which was the subject of costly litigation in 1692, was 
a rent charge of 40s. per annum levied on lands in Borden, Co. Kent-the 
bequest of William Taylor in 1619. The sum was known as "oatmeal 
moni:y". 

Heyricke's Gift. Robert Heyricke, ironmonger,66 by a codicil dated 3 
June 1618, bequeathed £5 los. od. per annum out of his land called the 
Grey Friars in Leicester, viz one shilling to be paid to each of the poor 
people of the Hospital every II November. His son, Tobias Heyricke, 
clerk, rector of Houghton-on-the-Hill, by will dated 13 June 1627 added a 
further 2s. per annum out of the same property. In 1779, Thomas Pares, 
banker,67 who had bought the land in 1776, reduced the payment to 
£4 10s. od. because there were then only ninety people on the house. His 
successor in the property still (1837) paid the reduced account. 
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Nurse's Gift. Alderman John Nurse, miller,68 by will dated 10 Decem
ber 1624 charged his property in Sanvey Gate with 13s. 4d. per annum for 
the Old Hospital to buy two loads of coal "to make them fires before All
hallowtide". 

Hugh Watt's Gift. Hugh Watts snr. bellfounder,69 by will dated 1 
February 1642, gave the Hospital an annuity of 28s. per annum charged 
on a messuage in Shambles Lane, to provide a penny for each resident three 
times a year, at Christmas, Easter and Whitsuntide. 

John Hinde jnr.'s Gift. John Hinde, tanner,7° by will dated II Sep
tember 1652, gave the Hospital 24s. per annum out of lands and tenements 
in Sanvey Gate, to be paid on St. Thomas's Day. 

Clay's Gift. John Clay, brewer,71 gave the Hospital 20s. per annum 
out of his lands at Desford. It was paid yearly, about 13th February. 

Litherland's Gift. A Mrs. Litherland gave 20s. per annum to be paid 
to the Hospital on All Saint's Day. In 1780 it was charged on "forest lands". 

Pippin's Gift. William Pippin of Knighton gave the Hospital 20s. per 
annum charged on a garden in Frog Island; it was paid on Whit Monday. 

Smalley's Gift. Ralph Smalley of Leicester gave 40s per annum to the 
Hospital. In 1780 it was paid by Mr. Fisher of Cossington out of lands at 
Dennington; his son the Rev. John Fisher was paying it in 1837.12 

Staveley's Gift. The Reverend William Staveley, rector of Cossington,73 
by a will dated 21 September 1702, appointed certain lands in Cossington 
to provide, amongst other charitable objects, 20s. per annum for a sermon 
to be preached in the Hospital's chapel every Whit Monday and a further 
20s. per annum to be distributed among the poor of the Hospital on the 
same day. In 1837 the moneys were received from the vicar of Sileby. 

Ayre's Gift. Thomas Ayre, butcher and grazier,74 gave £4 os. od. per 
annum to the inmates of the Hospital; it was charged on premises in Bond 
Street and Blue Boar Land. 

Goadby's Gift. William Goadby, malster,1s by a will proved in 1723, 
bequeathed 20s. per annum to the Hospital; it was a charge upon premises 
in the Swine's Market. 

Wilkin's Gift. Mr. Joseph Wilkins bequeathed £5 os. od. per annum to 
the Hospital; it was charged on his house in High Street, which was, in 
1837, the property of Joseph Harris, solicitor. The money was paid half
yearly in February and August, less land tax. 

Lady Mayor's Charity. Dame Rebecca Moyor, by will proved in 1723, 
bequeathed £20 os. od. per annum to be paid to the Old Hospital out of her 
South Sea Annuities. Her descendants paid the money until 1830, when 
the last of them died. The estates then passed by remainder to the arch
bishop of York, who being informed of the facts, paid up the arrears and 
continued the payment. 

Holmes's Gift; In 1766 John Holmes gave the Mayor and Corporation 
of Leicester £1,287 10s. od. on condition that they paid him £67 7s. 6d. per 
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annum while he lived and after his death to give £45 os. od. per annum to 
the Hospital and a further £6 10s. od. annually between St. John's and 
Bent's Hospitals.76 

Certain other benefactors had given money to the Corporation to pay 
the interest upon it to the Hospital; together these brought in £7 16s. od. per 
annum. Among the donors were Thomas Haslerigge, esquire, John Roberts, 
tanner,77 Joseph Cradock, innholder,78 Thomas Topp, hosier,79 and the 
Reverend Gerrard Andrews.80 

Thomas Blunt, woollen draper,81 in 1663 and Matthew Simons, esquire, 
in 1712 endowed independent charities that were, among other benefactions, 
to provide members of the Hospital with shoes, stockings and, on St. Simon 
and St. Jude's Day, bread. 

The Commissioners also noted that Dame Mary Hervey' s gift had 
passed to the Duchy of Lancaster, and that the 41s. 8d. per annum she 
gave to the Hospital and the further sum of 20s. per annum "may be con~ 
sidered as included in the duchy payment'·'. Of her larger gift of £26 16s. od. 
to the College there had been no trace since long before 1725. Among other 
benefactions that had disappeared or were hopelessly in arrear were 
Speechley's gift, Smart's gift, Birkhead's gift and a portion of Ayre's gift. 

Since 1837 most of these properties have been sold, and the proceeds 
invested in stocks and shares, but the Hospital still owns land at Enderby, 
and houses and warehouses in the Newarke. 
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